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Approximately four hundred representatives from 
over the entire Southern Presbyterian General As- 
sembly, ministers, elders, deacons, teachers and 
many laymen and women of the Church gathered 
on Wednesday, August 20, at the Weaverville 
Presbyterian Church for an all day conference. 


There was repeated emphasis that the primary 
aim of this group is the preservation of an Evan- 
gelical Witness, not just the preservation of a par- 
ticular church; with the strongly expressed opinion 
that union with the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church 
would submerge this witness, placing the emphasis 
on numbers and organization rather than on Chris- 
tian truth and witness. 


Merging of the former Continuing Church Com- 
mittee with another committee to form the Associ- 
ation for the Preservation and Continuation of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church was one of the main 
items of business. 


Speaking on the goals before us Rev. S. B. Lapsley 
of Knoxville, Tenn., said: “No one wants to enter 
into controversy with his brethren and jeopardize 
his standing in the Church, but throughout Her his- 
tory the Church has demanded of Her members 
that they take a stand and jeopardize their standing 
when the faith was at stake.” 


The following organization was set up for the 
Association for the Preservation and Continuation 
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of the Southern Presbyterian Church. All members 
of the Board of Directors of THE SOUTHERN PREs- 
BYTERIAN JOURNAL will constitute the over-all 
Committee. The Executive Committee is as fol- 
lows: Horace H. Hull, Memphis, Tenn., Chair- 
man; C. C. Dickinson, Charleston, W. Va.; Hugh 
Dickson, Atlanta, Ga.; Richardson Ayres, Alexan- 
dria, La.; Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Montreat, N. C. 
The Special Committee to superintend the work of 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is: L. 
Nelson Bell; H. B. Dendy; C. C. Dickinson; Dr. 
J. P. McCallie, Chattanooga, Tenn.; V. G. Phil- 
ips, Tallahassee, Fla.; W. G. Foster, Alexandria, 
La. The Finance Committee is: T. Walker Lewis, 
Memphis, Tenn., Chairman; Milton Scott, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Hugh Dickson ; Dr. H. E. Dustin, Houston, 
Tex.; Gettys Guille, Salisbury, N. C.; William 
Cannon, Concord, N. C.; H. B. Dendy, ‘Secretary. 


The special committee to push the organizational 
plans for the Association for the Preservation and 
Continuation of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
is: Richardson Ayres, Chairman; Samuel B. Lap- 
sley, Knoxville, Tenn.; Paul Hastings, Reidsville, 
N. C.; Dr. R. W. Cousar, Chattanooga, Tenn. ; 
Dr. John R. Richardson, Atlanta, Ga.; Henry 
Davis, Florence, §. C.; Dr. C. G. McClure, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Chalmers Alexander, Jackson, Miss. ; 
J. P. McCallie; Rev. Donald Graham, Pensacola, 
Fla.; Thomas H. Taylor, Lutz, Fla.; Henry Boney, 
Lake Worth, Fla.; George Norris, Danville, Va. 


Cash and pledges were received that assure the 
Association of adequate financial support for the 
projected program. 

Churches throughout the Southern Assembly are 
incorporating in large numbers in order to protect 
their church property for the benefit of the local 
congregations. —H.B.D. 
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EDITORIAL 


Billy Graham At 
Montreat 


This report is a composite one, taken from the 
individual reports and impressions of some twenty 
men who represent a complete cross-section of our 
church; pastors, educators, board secretaries, staff 
workers, women and young people.—H.B.D. 


Three weeks ago a special edition of this JOURNAL 
was published, stressing the theme of evangelism 
and laying particular stress on some of the cam- 
paigns conducted by Billy Graham, with reports 
from some of the Presbyterian ministers who have 
watched, participated in and followed these cam- 
paigns in their cities. There would have been ad- 
ditional reports but many were away on their 
vacations when we sent them our request and their 
replies were received too late for publication in that 
issue, 


The occasion of that issue was the meeting held 
in Montreat from August 10th to 19th. We feel 
that it is due our readers to give a report of that 
meeting. 


Not since the days of J. Wilbur Chapman has 
Montreat been so deeply stirred. In fact it was the 
consensus of many that these days were the greatest 
in the history of Montreat. It was not the work of 
a man, or a group of men; as attractive and as con- 
secrated as they are. Rather it was a wonderful 
demonstration of God the Holy Spirit working in 
a vital and special way. 


Thursday night, as the power of the Holy Spirit 
was particularly in evidence and about one hundred 
and twenty people had left their seats and gone 
forward and up to the auditorium above for coun- 
selling, Mr. Graham said quietly: “To you my 
brother ministers | would speak this word. This is 
not the work of a man, it is the work of God. It is 
something of which we may all partake if we preach 


His word and in no way try to touch the glory— 
for the glory is all His.” 


At the opening meeting Dr. Charles L. King in- 
troduced Mr. Graham and with simple and elo- 
quent words told what the Houston Campaign had 
meant to him personally, to his church and to the 
city as a whole. 


Mr. Graham demonstrated to all that the clear 
presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, trusting 
completely in the power of the Word of God itself 
and in the ministry of the Holy Spirit, is all that 
is needed. There were only occasional illustrations 
but they were fitting and telling. There was abso- 
lutely no emotional pressure. In fact, we do not 
see how emotionalism could have been more com- 
pletely eliminated. The invitation was quiet and it 
was not extended for but a few minutes. When 
given people immediately began responding and 
when asked to go to the counselling room in the 
back of the auditorium they went quickly and 
quietly. 


Many of these went for the assurance of salva- 
tion. Some to give their hearts to Christ for the 
first time. Mr. Graham and a corps of counsellors 
explained the way of salvation, the source of the 
Christian’s certainty and assurance and individual 
questions were answered and personal problems 
faced and met. 


On Saturday night, when the emphasis was on 
young people and the dedication of their lives, be- 
tween four and five hundred quietly went forward 
to surrender their lives to Christ in full-time ser- 
vice. The next morning, speaking on ‘“Montreat 
Day,” Rev. Lynn T. Jones of Norfolk said: “Most 
of us have seen on television and on the screen the 
marching feet of the Communist youth of Eastern 
Germany, marching to the orders and under the 


banner of the Kremlin. Last night we saw our own 


voung people, without herald or trumpet, marching 
quietly to a place of dedication. That is what Mon- 
treat means to our Church.” 
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Sunday afternoon the nation-wide broadcast of 
the “Hour of Decision” was made from the plat- 
form of Anderson Auditorium. As is always the 
case, two technicians of the American Broadcasting 
Company flew in from Chicago, special phone lines 
having been strung from Black Mountain the day 
before. At 2:00 o’clock the auditorium was packed 
with people standing in the doors and looking in 
the windows. For many this broadcast will have a 
new significance as they saw how it is organized 
and put on the air. Of the estimated 18,000,000 
listeners many heard of Montreat for the first time 
that afternoon. 


A special tribute should be paid the “team” of 
which Billy Graham is a part. After seeing them at 
work we are convinced that God selected and 
brought them together. Cliff Barrows endeared 
himself to the audience as he led the singing and 
through his many personal contacts with individuals. 
Beverly Shea’s magnificent bass-baritone voice is so 
richly used of the Lord because the singer himself is 
such a radiant and dedicated Christian. Grady Wil- 
son made a real contribution in leading the pre- 
meeting prayer meetings each night. Much of the 
blessing of the meetings stemmed from the prayers 
of God’s people who each night met at 7:15 o'clock. 
As many as four hundred attended these meetings 
in one night. Mr. Wilson also shared in the counsel- 
ling after the meetings. Tedd Smith is an artist at 
the piano. The first Sunday night, during the offer- 
ing, his rendition of ‘“Fairest Lord Jesus” had the 
audience captivated. 


Montreat young people will long remember four 
additional young people who came in to share in 
working with them during that week—Mrs. Col- 
leen Townsend Evans and Mrs. Georgia Lee 
Hoopes, who gave up successful careers in Holly- 
wood, Calif., to enter Christian service, and Miss 
Mary Beth MacDonald, of Houston, Tex., who 
has also dedicated her life to Christ. During the 
last days Mr. Bill Brent, a young business man 
from Los Angeles, who gives most of his time to 
Christian work among university students, flew in 
to help in the counselling. These radiant young 
Christians, so clear and so articulate in their faith 
and their devotion to Christ, were a blessing to all 
who came in contact with them. 


What of the impact on Montreat and our Church 
as people go to their homes? We have the testimony 
of many ministers that these meetings have meant 
a rich blessing in thei?own lives. Some who came 
skeptical of the whole thing went back with a new 
joy in their hearts and, we believe, with a new 
power for preaching. 


One of the highlights for the ministers was their 
conference with Mr. Graham on Thursday after- 
noon at 2:00 o’clock. One of the outstanding lead- 
ers of our Church said: “It was the finest thing I 
ever attended.” Another said: “Many of us went 
expecting to find Mr. Graham just a little heady 
because of his phenomenal success. Nothing could 
have been further from the facts. His humility, 
consideration and clarity deeply impressed us all. 
His gracious manner and his willingness to listen 
and then to answer questions was calculated to win 
those who heard him.” Another said: “I have been 
converted, converted to the fact that this is just 
what our church needs and I want us all to experi- 
ence this blessing.” Still another remarked: “Mr. 
Graham’s plan of follow-up work is the most com- 
plete and efficient I have ever heard of.” 


This meeting with ministers made such a pro- 
found impression that the following week, during 
the Conference under the direction of the Board of 
Church Extension, ministers and members of the 
Board and staff requested Mr. Graham to return 
one night for a further meeting with them. 


One man remarked: “In the past Billy Graham 
has been used to reach a city for Christ. Here at 
Montreat this summer God has used him to reach 
an entire denomination.” Another said: “Eternity 
alone will reveal the blessings which have come out 
of these meetings; souls saved, lives rededicated, 
young people brought to the place of clear-cut de- 
cision to serve Christ and ministers with a new 
vision of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
the power He gives to those who surrender to 


Him.” 


Many were the discussions as to the why and the 
how of such power in preaching. When asked Mr. 
Graham emphasized with all the force he could that 
it is the power of the Holy Spirit being demon- 
strated as God’s Word is honored and used as the 
Sword of the Spirit. 


But there is another element in Mr. Graham’s 
preaching. Not only has he been anointed with the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit; not only does he make 
the theme of his sermons, “Thus saith the Lord”; 
he also preaches to a decision. He preaches as though 
it were his last sermon and each individual in the 
audience might be hearing of God’s redeeming love 
for the last time. In this he has put many of us min- 
isters to shame and at the same time given us an in- 
spiration and a challenge to go out and do likewise. 
A salesman would soon lose his job if he showed as 
little zeal in concluding his sale as many of us 
ministers show in preaching the most important 
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thing in this world. In this one thing alone Mr. 
Graham is setting his fellow ministers an example 
we must follow. 


In conclusion: Montreat and our beloved South- 
ern Presbyterian Church owe Dr. McGregor and 
the Montreat Conference Program Committee a 
vote of deep gratitude for having Mr. Graham 
here this summer. It took courage, for they expected 
criticism. That they are now receiving praise and 
gratitude is but one of the many indications of God’s 
blessing on these meetings. 


It is our conviction that out of Montreat this 
summer there has gone a stream of blessing which 
will be reflected in homes, churches, pulpits and 
on college campuses across our Church. For this 
we humbly thank God and ask for the grace to serve 
him with new hope and deeper devotion. 


At the same time we would urge upon the read- 
ers of this JOURNAL and the membership of our 
Church as a whole that they pray for Mr. Graham 
and his associates in their work in America and else- 
where. The devil hates what took place at Montreat 
this summer and he will use every force at his com- 
mand to attack these servants of the Living God. 
Pray. that God will surround Billy Graham and 
the members of his organization with His loving and 
protecting arms, at the same time continuing to give 
to them the holy boldness and spiritual power which 
now characterizes their work. 


Brethren, pray for them. 


Tangents 


One of the surest ways for a Christian to dissipate 
his or her witness is to ride a hobby or go off at a 
tangent along some line of Christian truth. 


The whole counsel of God is a balanced body 
of truth. Some of the doctriees are essential, others 
lend themselves to difference of interpretation by 
men of equal piety, scholarship and experience. 


The whole counsel of God also envisions a Chris- 
tian carrying out in his or her own life the ethics 
and morals demanded by one’s profession and by 
the social and business contacts of every day living. 


To be a well rounded Christian simply means 
that on the one hand one has a reason in his heart 
for the faith he professes while on the other he shows 
the fruits of this faith in daily life. 


But how often we ride one particular hobby or 
belief to the exclusion of others of equal or more 
value and importance. The mode of baptism seems 
more important to some than the work of the Holy 
Spirit, of which baptism is a symbol. 


Again there are those who talk and preach the 
premillenial return of the Lord without giving due 
emphasis to truths of equal or greater importance, 
losing sight of the fact that some of the great evan- 
gelicals of our day may hold equally strong views 
which are amillenial in nature. 


4 


Believing that God today still miraculously heals 
in individual cases, where it is for His glory and for 
a specific purpose, we still regret the emphasis of 
those who claim that universal healing is for all 
today who “have faith.”” By that token Paul would 
certainly have been delivered of his thorn in the 
flesh. By the same logic, if we have faith enough, 
sickness and death could be pushed indefinitely into 
the background. 


We have heard of good people who have sharply 
disagreed and even separated over whether the tribu- 
lation is before or after the rapture. Others have 
caused dissension by arguing over whether the five 
foolish virgins were saved or lost; or where Cain 
got his wife; or why our Lord chose Judas as a 
disciple. 


Or, there are those who have marred their testi- 
mony by dallying with “speaking with tongues” or 
other manifestations which can confuse an unbeliev- 
ing world. In fact on this subject we are desperately 
afraid that such searching for bizarre and unusual 
evidences of the Spirit can lead to the work of 
spirits which are not of God at all. 


Again, as one comes in contact with some Chris- 
tians it seems that to them ecumenicity is Chris- 
tianity and that they consider without the pale those 
who insist that the content of Christian truth is 
more important than the outward organization of 
the Church. Others are so concerned about right 
race relations that they seem to think of nothing 
else. Or, there are some whose emphasis on temper- 
ance or the use of tobacco or theatre attendance 
would make it appear that for them these are mat- 
ters having to do with salvation itself. 


Our plea is that Christians shall stay clear pf 
these tangents which dissipate their thought and 
energies and regardless of how clearly they think 
they see the answer to the many things which may 
be interesting and provocative of thought, still place 
their central emphasis on the great central truths 
of Christianity, those irreducible and essential doc- 
trines which have to do with the person and work 
of our Lord and which therefore have to do with 
the salvation of lost sinners and the perfecting of 


the saints. —L.N.B. 


Envy 


Paul, in his fearful description of our sin-sick 
world in the first chapter of Romans, says that the 
men of the world are “full of envy.’”’ The wise man 
in Proverbs calls it “rottenness of the bones.” Paul 
also says, “Love envieth not.” 


The Course of Envy, like the “Trail of the Ser- 
pent,” is crooked, slimy, devastating. From the Gar- 
den of Eden, and the first murder, to the Cross of 
Calvary, and the greatest murder, we can trace its 
ceadly work. Pilate perceived that because of envy, 
they had delivered Him. It touched and damaged 
some of the best of Bible characters: Joseph, Moses, 
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David, Daniel; to say nothing of those it slew, like 
King Saul. 

When we leave the Bible and read secular his- 
tory, we find it holding full sway in most hearts 
and lives. The world is indeed, “Full of envy.” It 
is no respecter of persons, but lavs its hand upon 
prince and peasant, ignorant and learned, rich and 
poor, 


Church history tells the same story. There seemed 
to be a bit of it in the band of disciples, and Jesus 
had to warn them about trying to be great in the 
manner of the world. When the Church became 
popular and powerful and politically minded, it al- 
most ruined the testimony of God’s people. I am 
afraid that there is some of it still with us. 


The Curse of Envy is easily seen, as it made itself 
felt in the home, in society, in the business and 
political world, in the Church and in the hearts and 
lives of men and women. It leads to slander and 
lies, to hatred, to murder, to wars, It takes awav 
the peace and happiness of those who possess it, and 
hurts and slays its victims. Like a terrible disease, 
like “rottenness of the bones,” its gangrenous infec- 
tion has made mankind hateful and hating one an- 
other, as they kill and devour. 


There is only one Cure for Envy; Christian love, 
God-given Love, for “Love envieth not.” If we 
have this love, then we preachers will not envy 
other preachers who have bigger churches; farmers 
will not envy their neighbors who have better crops ; 
the laboring man and the capitalist will cease their 
endless disputes; and the politicians will not try to 
“stop” a rival just because he seems to be about to 
succeed. (As I listened to some of both political 
conventions, I think I saw evidence of jealousy and 
envy more frequently than sincere love of country). 


‘“Rottenness of the Bones” is not easy to cure. 
Any doctor will agree to that, I believe. Neither is 
envy. No external salves; no man-made medicine 
will do. It takes the Power, and Grace, and Love 
of God. Only the Great Physician can cure us. 
Have we consulted Him lately, and had Him check 
our hearts and minds? —J.K.P. 


Calvin’s Mission 


To Brazil 


The recent issue of CHURCH History has an 
able article by Professor G. Baez-Camargo on THE 
EARLIEST PROTESTANT MIssIONARY VENTURE IN 
LATIN AMERICA. Here it is shown that Calvin and 
Coligny sent to Brazil a strong mission consisting 
of two pastors, eleven laymen, five female servants 
and an elderly administrator ‘“‘to establish the Re- 
formed Church, according to the Word of God,” 
and “to indoctrinate the savages and bring them to 
salvation.” In 1557 this mission celebrated the Holy 
Communion in “Antartic France,” blessed the mar- 
riages of the several female servants to French sol- 
diers, and a little later furnished martyrs from 
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among the laymen to the Evangelical faith. For the 
captain of the colony, Nichalos D. Villegagnon, 
turned against the Protestant Faith—which he had 
earlier professed—and forced the Calvinists to flee 
to the Indians and then to return home. On the 
way back the ship proved too small for the whole 
group and five were forced to return. These five 
were seized and. required to state their faith. Though 
but laymen, they gave such an heroic Protestant 
Confession that the traitorous governor executed 
four of them—retaining the fifth because he was a 
needed tailor. During their short and greatly hamp- 
ered work in Brazil these early Calvinists preached 
Jesus Christ as Saviour to the Indians and used 
every opportunity—such as grace at meals, the sing- 
ing of Psalm 104 to tell them of their Maker and 
lead them from cannibalism. The seed was crushed 
for the moment ere it could take permanent root, 
but today there are 1,650,000 Protestants or Evan- 
gelicals in Brazil. —Wm.C.R. 


Concerning 


Inspiration 
The Book of Jeremiah interestingly begins with 
a simple and revealing statement: ‘““The words of 
Jeremiah ...”. In Verse 2 we read, touching this 
Jeremiah: “To whom the word of the Lord came 
. And again in Verse 3: “To whom (Jere- 
miah) it (the word of the Lord) came . . .”. We 
have the thought then that the words whether 
spoken or written are the words of a certain man 
who is further described in the context. And also, 
we have the plain affirmation that to this man came 
the Word of the Lord: the man’s words, and the 
Word of the Lord. These seem to have some con- 
nection as though the words which Jeremiah spoke 
and, as here witnessed, wrote, are a transcription 
of the matter which God revealed to him. Now we 

go on to Verse 4. 


As though plainly to specify that the word refer- 
red to above is that which the writer is now about 
to communicate to man, we read: “Then the Word 
of the Lord came unto me saying... ”’ as if he had 
said that this word, this Word of God regarding 
which he has made note “was to me a reality of 
revelation, couched in the following terms.” The 
expression used here and translated “saying,” is 
much more properly rendered “thus” or “as fol- 
lows,” or may be treated simply as direct quotation 
marks, indicating that what followed is now in the 
writer's expressed conviction the very words of God, 
revealed to the prophet, and to be accepted as such 
by men. 

And if this is not plain enough, Verse 7 shows 
more explicitly that the word of the Lord (V. 2, 3, 
+),is to be understood as the actual words which 
the .Lord used. We read: “but the Lord said unto 
me;..’’; and then followed the actual words which 
God employed in converse with Jeremiah. Of course, 
one may say that in all this Jeremiah was falsifying. 
We are concerned here simply with the record. 
What has been indicated thus far all now bears on 
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the practical point of the conveyance of these very 
words of God to Jeremiah’s fellow countrymen, and 
to all who read. There is no hair’s breadth difter- 
ence between what God said to Jeremiah and what 
Jeremiah said to his fellows: God’s word to Jere- 
miah is God’s Word to Jeremiah’s hearers and read- 
ers. They, of course, did not hear God’s speech as 
the prophet: but according to Jeremiah’s presenta- 
tion, there was no evaporation or variation or thin- 
ning out or toning down of God’s Word by the 
time it got to the people. It was still God’s Word 
(some of our modern prophets to the contrary not- 
withstanding). The fact that the people would 
remonstrate or deny or even be furiously antagon- 
istic to Jeremiah (as certified later in the book) is 
to be inferred in the immediately following verses in 
Chapter 1—a further argument that the prophet 
spoke to the people that which he was convinced was 
the true if unpalatable word of God. 


Thus far, we seem to be on quite solid ground 
and can safely remark that inasmuch as Jeremiah 
tells us that the words which he has set down are 
his words, and forasmuch as he adds that what he 
communicates to his fellows is the word of God, it 
is unquestionably true that according to Jeremiah 
his words are God’s words. One may say, true 
enough, that the word which is here translated 
“words” means “things,” “expressions,” ‘“‘ideas,”’ 
“thoughts,” and so forth. We doubt that these im- 
prove the King James translation: but we come out 
at the same place anyway. But the possibility here 
of ideas instead of words—a theory which many 
have adduced and even now defend, is an attempt 
to obviate the much maligned because as much mis- 
understood doctrine of our standards, verbal in- 
spiration—is surely ruled out by the record in 
Verses 12 and 14, which admit of no equivocation. 
Thus: “the Lord said” is plainly what the Lord 
said. And “the Lord said” is equally plainly that 
which Jeremiah said. One can hardly claim that 
these repeated expressions are to be construed other- 
wise than as identical to each other; for whatever 
“words” signifies, that which Jeremiah says is his 
in Verse 1, is by simple statement but profound 
significance, the same identical unquestionable real- 
itv as that which is God’s. Can anyone doubt this? 
If further proof be desired, read Verse 1 in con- 
junction with Verse 9: “the words of Jeremiah” are 
identical with ‘“‘my (God’s) words.” The words 
which Jeremiah refers to as his own are the very 
words which God “put into his mouth.” Now this 
sounds very much like the Hodge, Warfield, West- 
minster, Calvinistic, Presbyterian doctrine regarding 
inspiration. For our doctrine is no theory, it is 
simply Biblical fact. Do our young people under- 
stand this? Do our preachers know it, particularly 
the younger ones? 


Our spiritual antecedents evidently based their 
doctrinal symbols, which are ours, even as they de- 
clared that they did, upon the word of God. If the 
Westminster doctrinal system is not clearly based 
upon the word of God, it has no claim, for accept- 
ance, on the hearts of any men. Professor Brunner 
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(T. C. 19) writes: ‘He who identiftes the letters 
and words of the scripture with the Word of God 
has never truly understood the Word of God.” 
Jeremiah seems to think otherwise. Our Symbols 
hold the sixty-six books to be “the Word of God 
written.” Jeremiah, Chapter |, is a good proof- 
text. The German professors and their American 
admirers would do well to take note.—R.F.G. 
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It Is Time To Speak 


By S. B. Lapsley ... Pastor 
Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church 


Knoxville ... Tennessee 


An address given at the meeting of THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION AND CONTINUATION OF THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, held in Weaverville, N. C. on Wednesday, August 20, 1952 


“And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 


I do not intend to preach from this text. It is 
referred to only to indicate that God puts humanity 
into two classes or groups. You may classify men 
in many ways and place them in numerous groups 


‘according to the principle which forms the basis of 


classification. Throughout the Scripture record God 
seems to follow one plan, the principle of dividing 
humanity into two groups according to their rela- 
tionship to Him. For instance, in the First Psalm 
we are told that “God knoweth the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”’ 
In the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew our Lord 
pictures the final judgment saying, “there shall be 
gathered before him all nations; and he shall separ- 
ate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats—.”’ You will notice that 
in these passages there are only two groups; no 
third group. 


Providentially, God has been dividing men 
through all the history of His Church. In times of 
crises men are divided, willingly or unwillingly, into 
opposing groups. The progress of the Church has 
been marked by those times when men have been 
obliged to make decisions and, by actions if not by 
words, to indicate where they stand. We have come 
to such a time in our Church. Men are faced with 
the necessity to choose. When confronted with the 
proposal which would disband our Church and 
merge it with another Denomination, we are either 
in favor of that proposal or we are against it. We 
either think that such a union would be wise and 
good or we believe that it would be a grave mis- 
take. 
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Now, this is not to say that all men must im- 
mediately indicate their position. Few men ever seek 
controversy. To place one’s self in a position where 
he is opposed to that of life-long friends is not a 
pleasant experience. To invite criticism, misrepre- 
sentation and even false statements about his words 
and actions, is not something which the normal man 
desires. Therefore, for those who hesitate, I have 
no word of criticism. Rather, I am altogether sym- 
pathetic towards their hesitancy. It is possible to 
jeopardize one’s standing with some of his fellows 
if a stand is taken against the popular trend. 


I feel sure that there are men in our Church who, 
for what seems to them good and proper reasons, 
are holding back from an open expression of opinion 
and are having to fight against their deeper sym- 
pathies and natural inclination—sympathies and in- 
clinations which would place them among those who 
are opposed to union and in favor of preserving the 
Church we now have in its separate identity and 
distinctive mission. | assign no motives; I do not 
venture to give reasons for, as I have stated, I am 
altogether sympathetic towards them in the dilem- 
ma they face. Yet, I should like to say to such 
friends through you who are here today,— 


A man can not stay in the middle. Failure to as- 
sert one’s position is a dangerous thing. It is dan- 
gerous to the cause and interests where inheritance 
and training would naturally lead. It makes the 
position of those who have declared themselves 
more difficult by withholding moral support. Failure 
to express convictions is dangerous, also, to a man’s 
personality. Abraham Lincoln has said that “To 
sin by silence when they ought to protest, makes 
cowards of men.” Not to stand openly with those 
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who risk reputation and position for that which 
they believe to be right and which you believe to be 
right, does something to a man’s inner being which 
is hurtful to his whole personality. 


In controversial matters such as those now faced 
in the matter of Church union, where fine men hon- 
estly differ, there is one personal requirement which 
we should make of our selves; we should try to be 
honest with two parties—our selves and those who 
differ with us. I hold that it is the privilege and 
right of any man to favor Church union if he is 
convinced that in that direction lies the right course 
for his Church. It is equally right and proper that 
he should have the privilege of stating his views. By 
the same token, he should grant me the right and 
privilege of opposing such a merger. Claiming that 
privilege, let me say that this is the time to speak! 


This is the time to speak unless you wish to see 
the Church moulded into a great social agency, pri- 
marily concerned with the contemporary scene, and 
trying to achieve the “chief end of man” by multi- 
plication of material comforts and those things 
which may be weighed in scales, measured by a 
vard-stick or in the chemists’: test-tube! Certainly 
we are taught that newness of life comes to men 
now by being united to Christ through faith. But 
some of those who seem to establish the plane on 
which modern religious thought moves appear to be 
so concerned with the present as to lose sight of the 
future. A few years ago, a young minister who is 
now the pastor of one of our larger churches, was 
talking about himself and another of his own gen- 


eration who is also a minister; he made this com- — 


parison: “The difference between A. and me is this: 
He is trying to make men comfortable in this 
world, and I am trying to make them ready for 
the next world.”’ 

This is the time to speak, unless you wish to see 
the Gospel degraded from a redemptive message 
from God, fitted to give men newness of life in time 
and assurance of glory hereafter, into a mere record 
of man’s “upward struggle after truth.” If the Bible 
is the record of God’s revelation of Himself and His 
purposes of grace for man, it is one kind of book. 
If it is merely, or even substantially, a record of 
man’s upward ascent, it is another kind of book. If 
the Bible is only an account, and a partial account, 
of human search after God, then the presentation 
of the tenth judgment on Egypt, as that is given in 
a Sunday School periodical of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., called “Crossroads,” for October, 
November and December, 1951, is in order. If the 
record is one of a divinely given revelation of a 
redemptive purpose the statements in ‘‘Crossroads”’ 
are entirely foreign to such a record. 


In that magazine the sparing of the “first-born” 
of the Hebrews is attributed to natural causes en- 
tirely, rather than to divine direction and power. 
God had said, “When I see the blood, I will pass 
over you.” The lamb was slain in Egypt according 
to God’s direction, typifying the Lamb to be slain 
on Calvary according to Divine plan. ‘“‘Crossroads’’ 
omits this significant connection and ascribes the 
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eccape of the Hebrews to better living conditions. 
Accordingly, it was better sanitation rather than 
God’s intervention which made the difference. 


Our opposition to being merged with the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church is not based on Sectional- 
ism. Many leading men in that Church, both minis- 
ters and laymen, have expressed the opinion that 
our Church can best serve the Kingdom by remain- 
ing a separate Denomination with her distinct evan- 
gelical message. ‘hat to which we are opposed is 
a system of administration and a philosophy of the 


Church which are very different from our own. It* 


is largely a question of the proper emphasis being 
placed on the spiritual nature of the Church and 
the redemptive character of her message. It is a 
question of centralized control and direction as over 
against local control and direction. 


The times call for a sound base on which con- 
victions may rest. Men want to know what to be- 
lieve and why to believe. It is time for a renewed 
emphasis on the Reformed system of Scriptural truth 
as that system is set forth in our Standards. Preach- 
ers much preach and teachers must teach in such 
terms as will enable our people to know what the 
“Scriptures principally teach.”” You preachers don’t 
have to label every sermon; it is not necessary to 
say that you are “preaching on Predestination.” 
Your congregations will get the point, in case you 
know something about the subject! But don’t let 
anybody tell you that people will not listen to doc- 
trinal preaching; the man in the pew wants to 
know “what” as well as “why” and “how.” 


Ours is a great country. The part of our land 
in which we live and work is growing beyond the 
dreams of our fancy a few years ago. Men who 
know tell us that within the life-time of most of us 
here 170 million people will live in our forty-eight 
states, and that most of them will live in the South 
and on the Pacific Coast. What sort of land will 
that be? What will be the character of the society 
of which your children and grandchildren are to be 
a part? 

About forty-five years ago, a leading journalist 
asked a teacher of history in an old university this 
question: ‘‘How far have we realized the dream of 
those early years, to make this land of ours an in- 
comparable home for mankind?” Well, how far 
have we realized that dream? We can never ap- 
proach it without a Christianity revitalized by faith- 
fulness to God’s revelation of Himself, as that 
revelation is given in His word. 


If we believe these things, it is time to speak. 
I ask you, my brethren, to speak now! 
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The Reason Why 
We Are Not 


Evangelistic 
By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Alexandria, La. 


Why is it that the great majority of the people 
of America do not feel inclined to go to church on 
Sunday? 


Why is it that so many of us who do go are 
content to develop a spiritual life that compares 
favorably with the life of others about us yet never 
showing any real concern for those who do not go 
to church? 


Why do we claim to know Jesus Christ and yet 
make no effort to introduce Him to those who do 


- not know Him? 


When we attend church we find there a program 
that centers in Jesus Christ. The hymns all praise 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour from sin. The prayers 
are all addressed to God in Christ’s name. The 
Scriptures speak to us of the One who saves from 
all sin. The sermon is an exhortation for us to for- 
cake sin and follow Christ. All of it is just a lot of 
words that mean nothing unless we have truly been 
saved from sin by the Lord Jesus Christ. And cer- 
tainly we are very foolish to be concerned about 
whether people come to church or not unless they 
are lost and need saving. 


The whole Christian church and gospel rest upon 
this incontrovertible fact: Men are lost now and 
forever and only Jesus Christ can save them. If 
this be true, then the Gospel of Christ is the most 
important thing in all the world and getting men 
to accept Jesus Christ is the most important busi- 
ness in the world. If this is not true, then the whole 
Bible, hymnology, and faith of the church are 
wrong and had best be forgotten. Let us think a 
minute about this word “‘lost.”’ 


How Men Are Lost 


Jesus Christ declared that He came into the 
world to “seek and save that which was lost.” 
(Luke 19:10). How are men lost anyhow? Jesus 
Christ answered this question in the fourfold para- 
ble of the fifteenth chapter of Luke. 


Men are lost like the one sheep was lost. When 
the shepherd checked his sheep in the fold at evening 
he found that one sheep was missing, lost. (Luke 
15:3-7). How did this sheep get lost? Was he a 
worse sheep than the others? The one sheep was 
lost simply because he followed his natural desires 
and impulses until his appetites had led him astray 
and he was lost from the flock. In this day when 
men are lovers of money, lovers of self, lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God we see every day 
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those who have simply followed their appetites for 
food, pleasure, sex, prestige, comfort until they have 
lost all contact with the things that are real and 
enduring. 


Men are lost like the coin was lost. The woman 
went to her purse to get money for bread and one 
coin was lost. (Luke 15:8-10). Was that coin re- 
sponsible? No, the women had carelessly opened her 
purse and it had fallen out. In this day of moral 
and social corruption on every hand, in this day of 
broken and indifferent homes, many people are lost 
simply because no one ever felt responsible to see 
to it that the forces that molded their life were the 
forces of love and righteousness. 


Men are lost like the sons were lost—the prodi- 
yal and the elder brother. The prodigal son asserted 
his adolescent independence and demanded that 
which was rightfully his. He went out and wasted 
it on harlots and fast living. He was lost simply 
because he lived by that philosophy that says: “I 
want what I want when [| want it and | am going 
to have it.” (Luke 15:11-19). But the elder broth- 
er never left the father’s house. He was always 
faithful and obedient, but when the father was 
overjoyed at the prodigal’s return he refused to go 
in and share in the festivities. He declared that he 
had never been disobedient and had never wasted his 
father’s money. (Luke 15:25-32). He never left 
the father’s house, and yet he was always far from 
the father’s love. He was lost to all the love and 
concern of the father by his satisfaction and self- 
righteousness. 


Men are lost through following blind impulses, 
through the unconcern of others, through insisting 
on having their own way, through being satisfied 
with outward conformity to accepted rules of be- 
havior. 


What It Means To Be Lost 


What does it mean to be lost? After all, many 
people who are not Christians measure up pretty 
well morally with those who are. 


One who is lost is lost as a traveler who has 
missed the way. Christ is the Way of life and we 
are made to live Christ’s way. His will and way 
are written into the very fiber of our beings, and 
we can never live healthy, happy, balanced lives if 
we fail to find Christ. Without Christ we are lost 
to the real, abundant life here and now. 


One who is lost is lost as a sick man with an 
incurable disease. When Alcoholics Anonymous be- 
gan to talk of alcoholism as a disease they were not 
talking about something new nor have they removed 
the moral responsibility by talking of illness. As 
long ago as Jeremiah God had declared that all sin 
is sickness and that the heart of man is incurably 
sick and no one can cure save God. Men out of 
Christ are slowly dying of spiritual cancer. 


And finally, one who is lost is lost as a prisoner 
upon whom sentence has been passed but not yet 
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executed. When Hauptman was convicted of kid- 
napping the Lindburgh baby he remained for many 
months in prison trying to get a pardon. Finally the 
day came and the sentence was executed. God is not 
going to pass sentence at some far away judgment 
day. Sentence has already been passed. “The soul 
that sins, it shall die.” “The wages of sin is death.” 
“All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.” “There is none righteous, no, not one.” ““The 
wrath of God has been revealed from heaven against 
all unrighteousness.”’ All men are under the con- 
demnation of God and the sentence of death. But, 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promises, 
as some men count slackness; but is long suffering 
to usward, not willing that any should perish but 
all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). All 
men are lost, under the condemnation of sin, wait- 
ing the execution of the sentence, but God in His 
mercy is holding out a full and complete pardon for 
all who will accept. One day the offer of pardon 
will be withdrawn and Christ will come in judg- 
ment to execute the sentence and cast all the un- 
believing into hell. 


To be lost is to miss the way of true life now, 
to be slowly dying because of the incurable cancer 


of sin that eats away the heart and life, and to be 
under condemnation while awaiting the execution 
of the sentence. This mean: that men are not bad 
and needing to be good, they are dead and need 
to be made alive. What men need is not to turn 
over a new leaf but to receive a new life. 


How Man Can Be Saved 


Where can man receive this life? Jesus said: 
“Except a man be born from above he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God. The Apostles declare that: 
“There is none other name given under heaven 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Only as 
we are cleansed in the blood of Christ, the out- 
poured life of Christ applied by the Holy Spirit, 
can we be cleansed from the pollution of sin, for- 
given its guilt, and be redeemed from its power. 


I do not understand why we moderns turn away 
from this truth of blood cleansing and call it a relic 
of the slaughterhouse days of religion. Our genera- 
tion ought to be able to visualize what it means 
more easily than any other. One day I went to the 
bedside of a friend of mine who was dying with 
cancer. As I walked up to the bed she was as white 
as the sheet on her bed. She did not move a muscle. 
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Her voice was weak, there was no animation in her 
face. While I was there the doctor inserted the 
needle and the blood began flowing into her veins. 
Her color changed. She began to have some anima- 
tion, her conversation began to be stronger. She 
moved her legs and body. The blood of someone else 
flowing into her veins was cleansing her system, giv- 
ing her new life and strength. In some mysterious 
way that we can neither describe nor deny, the 
moment we truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and trustfully commit ourselves to His care as we 
do to the care of the doctor, the Holy Spirit takes 
the outpoured life of Christ and places it into our 
spirits in just as real a way as blood enters our 
bodies in a transfusion and with it comes cleansing, 
purifying, strength-giving spiritual life. A little boy 
friend of mine went to the doctor and when the 
doctor pricked his finger for a blood test, the sight 
of the blood made the little boy cry. The doctor 
said: “Son, don’t ever be afraid of blood. Blood is 
life.” Don’t ever draw back from the blood of 


Christ, for blood is life. 


A few years ago my phone rang one morning 


about 4:00 o'clock. It was a cold, rainy morning. 
The voice on the other end said, “I am at Erlanger 
Hospital and my friend is dying. I have slipped into 
the files while no one was here and have found that 
you have the same blood type as my friend. Will you 
come and give a transfusion?” I did not know who 
the patient was but I said I would. I dressed and 
hurried down. When I arrived I found five other 
people waiting to give blood. During our wait | 
talked with these people. All of them were in the 
same position as I. They did not know the patient 
nor the one who had called, yet they were there on 
a cold, rainy morning simply because they believed 
a woman was dying and that they had the blood 
that would save her; therefore, they left their warm 
beds and came to give that blood. Why are we not 
evangelistic? Simply because we do not believe that 
men are lost forever and that the blood of Christ 
that we can give by faith is urgently needed to heal 
and save them. If we did believe we would let noth- 
ing stand in the way of our seeking to give that 
blood to every unsaved person we know or meet. 
Unbelief is the root from which grows all our un- 
concern. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 14 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


David's Religious Contribution 


Scripture: II Samuel 6-7; 23:1-7; I 
Chronicles 15:16; 17; 25:1-8; 28-29. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalm 24. 


David was a great soldier and a great king, but his most valuable contribution both to his nation and 
the world was in the realm of religion, not in his military successes, or in his’ wise statesmanship as a ruler. 
He was a sincere believer in, and worshipper of, the true and living God. In Psalm 24, he describes a true 
worshipper of God and the opening of the gates to the King of Glory. There was never any taint or touch 
of idolatry in his relationship to Jehovah. In this respect he was far superior to Solomon, his son, and to 


most of the kings which followed him. The lesson 
falls naturally into several divisions: (1) David 
brings the Ark to Jerusalem; (2) David expresses 
his desire to build a House for the Lord; (3) David 
organizes the worship of the ‘Tabernacle; (4) David 
prepares material for the Temple, and encourages 
Solomon. 


1. David Brings the Art 
to Jerusalem: 


II Samuel 6 


The Ark had been captured by the Philistines in 
the disastrous battle in which both the sons of Eli 
had been slain. It had been returned to the land of 
Israel after the Philistines had suffered through the 
hand of God upon them. (see I Samuel 5- 7:1) 
God had given express command that it be carried 
by the Kohathites (Numbers 7:9; 10:21). 


‘The priests bore it during the wilderness jour- 
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neys. David, however, prepares a new cart upon 
which it was to be borne. (This was the way it had 
been returned by the Philistines). Perhaps this in- 
novation on the part of David had something to do 
with the disaster which overtook the procession. 


All seems to go well enough until, when the 
oxen shook the Ark, Uzzah put forth his hand to 
steady it, and was smitten for his act of irreverence. 

. unless we take into account the sacredness of 
this symbol of the presence of God, we will fail to 
understand the reason for this severe punishment. 
The lesson for us is obvious; we cannot be too care- 
ful when we approach God, or in our attitude to- 
ward holy things. 


David was both displeased and afraid, and would 
not continue his plan, but took the Ark aside to the 
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house of Obededom. The Lord blessed this home as 
He had blessed the former abiding-place of the Ark, 
and when the king heard this he prepared again 
to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. 


This time he is more careful to conform to the 
regulations in regard to the Ark. The procession is 
a slow one; many sacrifices were offered, and David 
danced before the Lord “with all his might.” We 
see the king humbling himself and expressing the 
emotions of his religious nature in a manner which 
his wife, Michael, thought unworthy of a monarch. 
David rebukes her severely for her criticism of his 
unbecoming behavior, explaining to her that it is 
“before the Lord,’’ Who had exalted him to be king. 
The Ark is thus finally brought to the city with 
great rejoicing and placed in a tent. It is thought 
that Psalm 24, our Devotional Reading, was sung 
as the Ark approached the capital city of the nation. 


II. David Expresses His Desire 
To Build a House For The Lord. 
II Samuel, chapter 7. 

David lived in a house of cedar and one day he 
said to Nathan, “See now, | dwell in an house of 
cedar, but the Ark of God dwelleth within cur- 


tains.” 


Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in 
thine heart: for the Lord is with thee.”’ 


The plans, however, which seem good to a godly 
ruler and a preacher, do not always meet with the 
approval of God. I wonder, today, when we are 
having such a tremendous “building program” on 
the part of the Church, whether all of it is pleasing 
to the Lord. 


The Church of the Middle Ages carried out a 
building program which furnished Europe and Asia 
with cathedrals which are wonders of architecture 
and adornment, but the cause of missions was sadly 
neglected and the spiritual life of the Church sunk 
to an all-time low. 

Jesus never gave his disciples orders to go into 
all the world and build beautiful churches, but His 
command was to “Go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel.” Building programs may, or may not 
be, for the glory of God. If the desire is simply to 
outdo and outshine some other church or denomina- 
tion; if it emanates from some unworthy motive 
such as pride or a seeking after praise of men then 
it will not mean a blessing, or win the approbation 


of the great Head of the Church. 


David’s desire was a good one, but David was 
not the man to carry out this plan. He was a soldier; 
his hands were full of blood. God had another bet- 
ter and wiser plan, and David was great enough to 
accept without murmuring, and praised God for His 
goodness to him. David was not a self-willed man 


like King Saul. 


III. David Organizes The Worship 
Of The Tabernacle. 
I Chronicles: 15:16; 25:1-8. 
Heretofore most of the service of the Tabernacle 
consisted of sacrifices and offerings. Now, under 
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this gifted ruler, a new emphasis is placed upon 
music and singing in connection with the service. 
David, as we know, was a talented musician and 
writer of Psalms. He now organizes the choruses 
and uses all sorts of musical instruments. 


“Moreover David and the captains of the host 
separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and of 
Heman, and of Jedutha, who should prophesy with 
harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the 
number of the workmen according to their service 
was” (then there follows a list of the most promi- 
nent in this profession): “So the number of them, 
with their brethren that were instructed in the songs 
of the Lord, even all that were cunning, was two 
hundred fourscore and eight.” 


‘Thus we have a new and very beautiful part of 
worship organized and enlarged. It has come down 
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to us in the New Testament Church. Paul says 
that we are to make melody in our hearts unto the 
Lord, speaking to ourselves in psalms and hymns, 
and spiritual songs. Our modern worship would be 
incomplete indeed without music in all its many 
forms. The gospel has been sung into the hearts of 
men by many gifted gospel singers, and the regular 
worship of the Church depends upon this important 
part to express the deepest emotions of the human 
heart. Someone has well said, “Let me write the 
hymns of the Church, and I do not care who writes 
the theology,” for people will believe what they 
sing. As long as we keep the hymn books of the 
Church saturated with the vital truths of Christian- 
ity, we are not apt to go very far astray in our 
doctrines. There is, of course, great danger that we 
will allow unbelief and “modernism” to eliminate 
some of the most precious hymns from our hymn- 
books, and to substitute something of their own. 
There is also the danger of introducing “‘jazz’’ 
music and meaningless “jingles.” Let us cling to 
the grand old hymns and psalms which have been 
the stay of God’s children for many centuries. 


Il’. David Prepares the Pattern and Materials 
For the Temple: 
I Chronicles: 28 and 29. 


David acquiesced in God’s plan for the building 
of the house of the Lord and spent the last years of 
his life in furthering this plan, preparing an abun- 
dance of materials and in instructing and encourag- 


ing his son Solomon to undertake the task after he 
was gone. We might divide these chapters somewhat 
as follows: 


First David assembled all the princes and captains 
and stewards and told them of the plan he had and 
the change in the plan, and also rehearsed something 
of God's goodness to him, and the promise that He 
made to establish his kingdom and be with Solomon, 
his son. David was always careful to praise the Lord 
for his mercy and kindness. Many of his psalms are 
psalms of thanksgiving and praise. 


He follows this with an exhortation to Solomon: 
‘And thou, Solomon, my son, know thou the God 
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart 
and with a willing mind; for the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations 
of the thoughts; if thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee 
off forever.’’ Take heed now; for the Lord hath 
chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be 
strong, and do it.’’ This was splendid advice and 
also a warning. If only Solomon had heeded both, 
it would have been well with him. 


Then the king gave to his son the pattern of the 
porch and of the houses thereof, the courses of the 
priests, and a great quantity of gold and silver. 


“And David said to all the congregation, Now 
bless the Lord your God. And all the congregation 
blessed the Lord... .” 
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How T. hey Love One Another 


“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” Thus John 
records the “eleventh” commandment as given by the Lord Jesus. Years later we find him, as he remembers 
these precious words and in them reassurance for his own heart, writing triumphantly, “We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren!’’ Love is indeed the badge of the believer in 


Christ, for when He, “whose sweetest name is 
Love,” dwells within our hearts, the fountains of 
love will be open to freely flow to others. One of 
the early historians, in commenting upon the strange 
behaviour of these peculiar people called Christians, 
said, ‘““They seem to love one another before they 
ever meet!’ What a testimony for Christ! They 
loved Him, and kept His commandment to love one 
another. 


There was not any question in the minds of the 
early disciples concerning the “denomination” with 
which they were associated, but drawn to one an- 
other by their common love for the one Lord, bap- 
tized into His body by His Spirit, possessed of a like 
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precious faith, they loved one another. Jew and 
Gentile, bond and free, poor and rich became one 
in the bonds of love that bound them to the blessed 
Son of God. 


In fact, when the believers at Corinth felt that 
baptism as administered by one was more efficacious 
than that applied by another, they were accused 
of being “carnal” in their attitude at that point, 
and were soundly rebuked by the Apostle Paul. He 
reminded them forcibly that there is one Body, and 
all believers are members of that Body, and mem- 
bers one of another in that Body, of which Christ 
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is the Head. No one member of the Body is to be 
above any other member, for each is important to 
the whole for without every part the Body would 
be incomplete, and over all is the one Head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose love permeates every mem- 
ber of the Body. 


The disciples in the early church manifested their 
love in a very practical and realistic fashion. They 
shared with one another their earthly possessions ; 
they bore one another’s burdens, and heeded every 
call for help that came to their ears. Offerings 
would be taken in very poor congregations that 
others, whom they did not actually know but whose 
needs had been set forth, might be encouraged and 
blessed. Every “Macedonian call’ found some dis- 
ciple willing to pay the price, that the unsearchable 
riches of God’s grace might be shared with others 
who were without God and without hope. Not only 
the Apostle Paul, but countless other disciples were 
not ‘disobedient to the heavenly vision,” but count- 
ed themselves as servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose business it was to carry the gospel to the ends 
of the earth. Constrained by the love of Christ they 
left their families and friends, endured hardship and 
suffering, persecution and even death, that others 
might know of the love of God as revealed in the 
death of His Son for lost sinners. 


They did not talk so much of life; they lived a 
lite of love. They wrought as they taught, and 
demonstrated by their good works the love of God 
which had been shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost. 


The church today talks much of love. It urges 
men to get together; to present a solid front to con- 
vince the minds of men that all are one great 
brotherhood, one fellowship of love. At the same 
time there are countless thousands of sin-blackened 
and benighted souls within the very shadows of our 
churches, and millions more the world around for 
whom we have evidenced little or no concern. “Out 
of sight, out of mind;” and the church will not lift 
up her eyes to behold the dying multitudes, dead in- 
deed while yet alive; dead in trespasses and sins. 
Love will weep over the suffering of that which 
it loves, and where are our tears today’ Jeremiah 
cried, “Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eves a fountain of tears, that | might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my people!”’ 
Where are our tears of compassion? How long has 
it been since the church has wept over a dying 
world ? 


Our hearts should be broken and bitter tears of 
shame should course down blushing cheeks when 
we remember the words of our Lord, “Love one 
another; as I have loved you,” for He loved us 
with an everlasting love, a love that led Him to 
Calvary to bear in His own body our sins, that 
through His death we might have eternal life! The 
question that haunts my own heart is this: “How 
do we love one another?” 


Group Life Insurance 


For Church Personnel 

LoulIsvILLe, Ky. (PN)—Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 
Executive Secretary, Board of Annuities and Relief, 
Louisville, Ky., announced 1,019 ministers and lay- 
men have enrolled in the new group life insurance 
plan for church personnel. 

Dr. Boggs said the board paid the first death 
claim ($1,000.00 on a retired minister) on July 1, 
the date the plan went into effect. He said ordained 
ministers under the plan are insured for $4,000.00 
until age 65 when the insurance drops to $1,000.00. 
Skilled lay personnel are insured for $2,000.00. Un- 
skilled lay personnel for $1,000.00. 

First applicants are insured without a medical 
examination and Dr. Boggs said the non-medical 
feature is to be held open for a limited time only. 

A question as to whether or not the insurance 
would be fully effective in Florida was cleared up 
when that state’s insurance commissioner approved 
the plan recently. 


Death Of Chaplain 
M. M. Van Patten 

Chaplain (Col.) Myndert M. Van Patten, 64, 
a Chaplain at the V. A. Center, Wood, Wisc., 
(suburb of Milwaukee), minister of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., died suddenly on July 31. 
During World War II he was a Divisional Chap- 
lain, Fort Lewis, Wash.; Tenth Corps Chaplain, 
Sherman, Tex.; Eastern Defense Command Chap- 
lain, Governor’s Island, N. Y. After being pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Buhl, Idaho, from 
1915 to 1920, he was Superintendent of Schools at 
Buhl and Emmett, Idaho, before being called to 
active service as a Chaplain in 1940. 


Columbia Seminary 
Students At Montreat 


Some thirty Columbia Seminary students attend- 
ed the World Missions Conference at Montreat... 
with the fellowship and blessing of the many mis- 
sionaries home on furlough and with the 32 new 
appointees . . . our students have a real desire to 
see the great Mission program of our church 
strengthened and supported through the prayers 
and giving of our individual members, as well as a 
greater challenge to all the young people of our 
church to dedicate their lives for full-time service 
as the Lord may direct. 


Special Services In 
Church, Miami, Fla. 


A week of special services at the Shenandoah 
Presbyterian Church of Miami, Fla., will be led 
by Rev. W. G.( Hap) Neville of our Brazil Mission. 
These services will be evangelistic with a missionary 
emphasis sponsored and slanted toward the youth of 
that church, community and city. All our Presby- 
terian churches of Miami have been invited to join 
in this rich fellowship with one of our church’s out- 
standing missionaries, a veteran of twenty years out 
on the field. 
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The Presbyterian Church (U. S.) Offers 


TWENTY COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 


In The Presbyterian College Of Your Choice! 


You are eligible if... 


you are (1) in the senior year of an accredited high 


$2,000 


$1,600 school (or a recent graduate who has done no college work) 

1 and you are (2) a member of the Presbyterian Church in 

$1,200 the United States (Southern Presbyterian Church) and you 

$1,000 (3) apply on the official Application Form before January 
10, 1953. 


(one-fourth each col- 


—" You may attend... 


$500 Senior College Scope President Address 


. Wallace M. Alston, Th.M., DD........ Decatur, Ga. 
$400 Arkansas... Co-ed 
Austin Co-ed 


. Ellis G. Mosley, M.A., Acting......Batesville, Ark. 
W. B. Guerrant, D.D....................... Sherman, Tex. 


Belhaven Women G. T. Gillespie, D.D. Jackson, Miss. 
$300 $300 $300 | Centre Co-ed Walter A. Groves, Ph.D. Danville, Ky. 
Davidson... Men John R. Cunningham, LL.D.......Davidson, N. C. 
Davis & Elkins... Co-ed R. B. Purdum, Ph.D. Elkins, W. Va. 
$200 $200 $200 Flora Macdonald... Women Rev. Marshall Woodson, M.A., Th.D., Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney..Men Rev. E. G. Gammon, LL.D......Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
$100 $100 $100 King .Co-ed Rev. RB. T. Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin Women Rev. Frank B. Lewis, Ph.D. Staunton, Va. 
Montreat. Women Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D......... .Montreat, N. C. 
$100 $100 $100 Presbyterian... Co-ed Marshall W. Brown, Ped.D....................... Clinton, 8. C. 
Queen Charlton C. Jernigan, Ph.D................. Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern... Co-ed Peyton N. Rhodes, Ph.D........................Memphis, Tenn. 
$100 $100 a... Co-ed—Negro......... Rev. Sam Burney Hay, D.D................. Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminst Men Rev. William W. Hall, Ph.D Fulton, Mo. 

(for one year only) Junior College 
To be paid to the Pres- Lees Junior Co-ed Robert G. Landolt, M.A Jackson, Ky. 
, Lees-McRae........... Co-ed Rev. Fletcher Nelson, B.A. Banner Elk, N. C. 
byterian College Mitchell Co-ed John Montgomery, M.A Statesville, N. C. 
attended Peace. Women Wm. C. Puessly, Estee Raleigh, N. C. 
Pres. Junior........... Men Rev. Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D......Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner Men Andrew Edington, M.A. Kerrville, Tex. 


for full information about 


THE 1953 COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 


WRITE 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Division Of Higher Education — Hunter B. Blakely - Secretary 
Box 1176 — Richmond (9) Virginia 
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